German-Italian occupation forces are trying by
all means to represent the patriots as a kind ot
'Communist guerrilla gang' which is allegedly,
plundering and terrorizing the population. Oc-
cupation agents are also spreading a similar
slander in the foreign press. The aim of this
campaign, which seemingly finds some ready ears
even in America, is quite clear. The enemies of our
people are trying to undermine the sympathy and
support of the freedom-loving peoples for the heroic.
fighters, for the freedom of our country from the
fascist yoke.

"In spite of this dirty work of the fascist hangers-
on, our people know and see with their own eyes far
better than anyone else that the finest representatives,
of the people have been shedding their blood for
fifteen months, fighting self-sacrificingly against,
superior enemy forces, and are certinly not 'gangs ot
robbers.' We can confidently say that the entire people
fully support the people's liberation Guerilla and Vol-
unteer Army___"

This warning followed an Axis broadcast picked-,
up from station ROME in the Croat language, which,-
laid down quite simply the manner in which the Axis-
hoped that the defenders of Yugoslavia would be mal-
igned, confused, separated and their military activ-
ities nullified, and which indirectly revealed the real,
nature  of  the  conflict  between  the Partisans   and
Mikhailovich.   According to this broadcast, Zagreb re-
ported that Croatian newspapers were publishing a.
memo under  the  title  of  "Measures  of Pacification
in the Seacoast Area/' In which it said that the Italian
military authorities in cooperation with the Croatian1
civilian authorities succeeded in persuading the popu-
lation of the Adriatic seaboard to reject the Anglo-
soviet propoganda, to evacuate the major part of its
positions, and return to their homes and daily tasks,.
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